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RECOGNIZING THE DISTINGUISHED
SERVICE OF DR. JUDITH
FALKENRATH

HON. GERALD E. CONNOLLY

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 24, 2010

Mr. CONNOLLY of Virginia. Madam Speak-
er, it is my great honor to rise today to recog-
nize Dr. Judith Falkenrath for her distinguished
service to the Annandale Christian Community
for Action (ACCA) and her years of dedicated
service to the well-being and educational de-
velopment of children in Northern Virginia.

During the last 24 years, Dr. Falkenrath has
had immeasurable impacts on the lives of
countless children and their families. Begin-
ning in 1986 and continuing for 12 years, Dr.
Falkenrath worked with the Fairfax County Of-
fice for Children. There she served as Early
Childhood Specialist for Community Education
as well as Education Coordinator for Fairfax
County Head Start.

In 1998, Dr. Falkenrath joined ACCA.
Founded in 1967, ACCA was created to ad-
dress the needs of the working poor in our
community. Since that time, ACCA has grown
and diversified the services that they offer.
Currently ACCA is an alliance of 26 churches
in the Annandale area and together they pro-
vide assistance in areas such as Child Devel-
opment Center, Family Emergency Services,
Housing Repair, Furniture, Meals on Wheels,
Scholarships, Shelter Assistance, and Trans-
portation.

Believing that all children deserve quality
care and education, Dr. Falkenrath, as Direc-
tor of the Child Development Center, has pro-
vided leadership and dedication in providing
quality preschool education and in furthering
the goals of ACCA in reaching out to the poor
and disadvantaged in our community. All chil-
dren are accepted regardless of their cir-
cumstances or background.

Although Dr. Falkenrath is retiring from
ACCA, where | know she will be sorely
missed, | am pleased to note she is continuing
to serve the children of Fairfax County as a
member of the Child Care Advisory Council.

Madam Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join
me in thanking Dr. Judith Falkenrath for her
years of service and also in congratulating her
on the occasion of her retirement. Her efforts
and leadership have been a great benefit to
the children of our community, and truly merit
our highest praise.

HONORING CAROL A. MEISSNER
HON. BRIAN HIGGINS

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 24, 2010

Mr. HIGGINS. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to recognize the dedicated service of Ms.
Carol A. Meissner. In her 32 years of service
to the Town of Evans, Ms. Meissner has
helped to advance many important initiatives
and has tirelessly served her community.

As Evans Town Clerk she helped modernize
the Clerks office and improved both efficiency
and quality of service. She served two terms
as the president of the Erie County Town
Clerk’s Association and she was honored as
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the New York State Town Clerk of the year in
2001.

Ms. Meissner's service to her community
goes well above her role as Town Clerk. She
also has been active in local schools, working
to register graduating seniors and teaching
younger students about the value of being an
engaged citizen. Working with local youth is a
passion of Ms. Meissner’'s, she sponsors a
youth baseball and soccer team, and she is a
guest reader at her local elementary school.

In addition to serving the young adults of
her community Ms. Meissner also serves hon-
orably as a member of The Town of Evans
Volunteer Fire Company’s Ladies Auxiliary.
Throughout her years of service Ms. Meissner
has had an impact on countless projects and
programs, and she has assuredly made her
community a better place. For her service she
has received Certificates of Appreciation from
the Town of Evans Lions Club, and The Fu-
ture Business Leaders of America.

Madam Speaker, it is my honor to recognize
Ms. Carol A. Meissner for her dedication to
her community. She is an excellent role model
for the young adults she works with, a leader
for her fellow community members, and a
shinning example of what it means to be a
public servant. | ask my colleagues in the
House to join me in congratulating Carol
Meissner on her retirement from the Town of
Evans Office of the Clerk.

HONORING ZANE ERIC CLARK
HON. SAM GRAVES

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 24, 2010

Mr. GRAVES. Madam Speaker, | proudly
pause to recognize Zane Eric Clark, a very
special young man who has exemplified the
finest qualities of citizenship and leadership by
taking an active part in the Boy Scouts of
America, Troop 87, and in earning the most
prestigious award of Eagle Scout.

Zane has been very active with his troop
participating in many Scout activities. Over the
many years Zane has been involved with
Scouting, he has not only earned numerous
merit badges, but also the respect of his fam-
ily, peers, and community.

Madam Speaker, | proudly ask you to join
me in commending Zane Eric Clark for his ac-
complishments with the Boy Scouts of Amer-
ica and for his efforts put forth in achieving the
highest distinction of Eagle Scout.

———————

COMMEMORATING MARCH AS RED
CROSS MONTH

HON. LAURA RICHARDSON

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 24, 2010

Ms. RICHARDSON. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to recognize March as National Red
Cross Month. The American Red Cross has
provided assistance and comfort to commu-
nities stricken by disasters large and small
since it was founded in 1881 by Clara Barton.
For over 100 years, the American Red Cross
has continued to help ensure our communities
are prepared and resilient in the face of future
disasters.
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Madam Speaker, at home and abroad, one
in five Americans is touched by the Red Cross
every single year. On September 29, an 8.0
earthquake in the Pacific Ocean generated
tsunami waves in American Samoa, Samoa
and Tonga, killing more than 170 people. The
district | represent, the 37th of California, has
the largest population of Samoans in the conti-
nental United States, so this tragedy directly
impacted many families in my district. | would
like to recognize the American Red Cross for
their invaluable assistance and quick response
in providing relief after this event. | can attest
to the good work they did when | traveled to
American Samoa to deliver supplies donated
by my constituents. The American Red Cross
mobilized 90 volunteers to provide food, water,
and relief supplies, as well as tracing services
for families separated during the disaster. The
Samoan Red Cross mobilized 200 volunteers
to distribute relief items and support camps
sheltering the homeless, with the goal of as-
sisting 15,000 people.

In my district, the Greater Long Beach
Chapter of the American Red Cross has 590
registered volunteers. They have certified
32,160 people in CPR/first aid, AED and water
safety skills, and more than 4,330 people have
received disaster preparedness training
through health fairs, speaking engagements or
trained in preparedness classes. In addition,
the Disaster Action Teams (DAT) responded
to 33 local emergency operations, opened 3
shelters and provided disaster shelter and
food to 58 individuals, and financial support to
39 families. Finally, our volunteer youth group
served 1,000 needy adults and children at
their annual Holiday Project.

In conclusion, Madam Speaker, | ask that
you and my distinguished colleagues join me
in applauding the hard work of the American
Red Cross volunteers and celebrating March
as American Red Cross Month.

CONGRATULATIONS TO UMB BANK

HON. EMANUEL CLEAVER

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 24, 2010

Mr. CLEAVER. Madam Speaker, Chairman
FRANK and | would like to extend our con-
gratulations to UMB Bank, its officers, direc-
tors, shareholders and employees on being
designated by Forbes magazine as the sec-
ond-best bank in America in 2009. UMB Fi-
nancial Corporation headquartered in Kansas
City, Missouri, is a $10.2 billion bank founded
in 1913 with first day deposits of $1,100.00.
Six generations of the Kemper family have
owned and/or operated UMB. Currently Mar-
iner Kemper is the Chairman and Chief Exec-
utive Officer, Peter deSilva, is the President
and Chief Operating Officer, Peter Genovese
is the Vice Chairman and Michael Hagedorn is
the Chief Financial Officer. UMB operates in
seven states—Missouri, lllinois, Colorado,
Kansas, Oklahoma, Nebraska and Arizona
and is the second largest bank holding com-
pany headquartered in Missouri.

The Bank’s shared corporate vision is “To
be recognized for THE unparalleled customer
experience.” One of the corporation’s shared
values is “Customers First—We do the unpar-
alleled to create an environment that consist-
ently exceeds the expectations of our cus-
tomers.”
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